December 2021

Celebrating 15 Years in Service to our Community
__________________________________________________
President’s Corner
Recently, when I went to the book sale at the Haymarket Gainesville Community Library, I glanced at
the brick tiles to the right of the front door, as I always do. There, at the top of the column of bricks, is
the tile for the Dominion Woman’s Club. DWC participated in many fundraisers, beginning in 2010, to
help fund a new, larger library for the Haymarket/Gainesville community, to replace the Long Park
Library. The new library opened in the fall of 2015 and we were happy to buy a brick tile, to show our
continued support of literacy and all of the necessary services offered by a local library. That tile
reminds me of our deep involvement with our community.
We have certainly been involved in the last few weeks! Celeste Corrigan has been leading the statewide collection for “Sweats 4 Vets.” We have assembled and delivered “Holiday Baskets for
Homebound Seniors.” Some members of the Arts and Culture Committee attended an art show at the
Hylton Center. The area firefighters and police departments have received breakfast and treat baskets.
Nine Thanksgiving baskets were delivered to PACE West School and their Holiday Bonanza is in full
swing. The Environment Committee has hiked Silver Lake, toured the Friends of Homeless Animals
(FOHA) site, and presented the staff with a donation check from the club. DWC members have
attended Haymarket Gainesville Business Association (HGBA) events and participated in Prince
William Chamber of Commerce networking activities. There are many more outreaches mentioned in
this newsletter, under each committee report.
Our members also continue to support the Haymarket Regional Food Pantry with their donations.
Monetary donations can be made directly on their website. Eggs, milk, butter, flour, sugar, tea, and
coffee are items that are not always readily available but are much appreciated. And as mentioned in a
recent article, if you don’t have a can opener, pop-top cans are best.

Please take time during this busy season to notice the small things and reflect on our many blessings.
In federation sisterhood –
Martha Feeney
____________________________________________________________________________________
DWC Name Badges
As we volunteer in our community it is often appropriate to be identified as a member of Dominion
Woman’s Club. Our red, black, and white colors are distinctive and many of our members have DWC
apparel. In addition, a DWC name badge is an easy and quick way to let people know your name and
that you are affiliated with the Dominion Woman’s Club. If you would like to order a new or
replacement DWC name badge, please contact Martha Feeney – mlfeeney@comcast.net
The cost is $12.00.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Haymarket Regional Food Pantry
2021 – 2022 Challenge
Dominion Woman’s Club has set a $1500.00 goal for our yearly donations to the Haymarket Regional
Food Pantry. This project is part of our “Celebrating 15 Years of Service to our Community” theme for
September 1, 2021 – June 15, 2022.
As of December 7, 2021, our donation total is close to $1000.00! Thank you to all members who have
participated in this initiative.
Please let Mary Ellen Murphy ( megwayne@comcast.net ) know the dollar amount of any donations that
you have made directly to the food pantry or for items that you have dropped off at our three-member
collection sites – Roya Delaney (Piedmont), Barbara Murray (Dominion Valley) or Rae Lamb
(Haymarket/Gainesville). Mary Ellen is the keeper of our official total, which will be recorded on our
chart at each monthly meeting.
If you want to check to see what items are currently needed, please go to the website:
http://haymarketfoodpantry.org
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Civic Engagement and Outreach / Health and Wellness Committee
Chair: Mary Ellen Murphy
Co-Chair: Susie Collat
Happy holidays, everyone! Wishing you all the joys of this beautiful time of the year! The Civic
Engagement & Outreach/ Health& Wellness Committee has been quite busy with ensuring that holiday
cheer is promoted in our community. Here are just a few of the outreaches we have completed this
month:
• On November 18th, members met at Rae Lamb’s home to prepare bountiful cookie trays for the police
people in our community. Delicious home-baked treats were paired with grab-and-go breakfast items
and delivered to our Prince William County police as well as our local Haymarket officers. A similar
project is planned for our community health care workers in January.

• Shelley and Sharayu prepared and delivered a beautiful candy basket this month to the residents at
Gainesville Health and Rehabilitation Center. Thank you to all who donated candy for this project. After
consulting with the staff at the GH&R, Shelley and Sharayu will be collecting warm socks, hats, and
toiletries this month to prepare a care basket for residents. Please let them know if you would like to
donate some of these items. We will also be sending holiday cards to the residents.
• Rosemary, Amy, Susan, Rae, and Mary Ellen met at the Haymarket Town Hall on November 29th to
decorate the chamber and hall for the holiday season. The Town will be presenting a “Christmas
Celebration and Craft Bazaar” starting at 2 pm on December 11 with many local crafters, choral
performances, and Christmas tree lighting. Town of Haymarket ornaments will also be on sale.
• Celeste Corrigan has collected and is in the process of delivering the sweatsuits donated by our members
and GFWC members throughout the Northern District and GFWC Virginia to Veteran’s Hospitals
throughout our state. The sweats have been folded and tied with ribbon and tagged with hand-crafted
gift tags made by Susan Sivori. We are so grateful to all of our GFWC club women for the outpouring of
concern for our veterans.

• We are well on the way to achieving our goal of donating $1500 to the Haymarket Regional Food
Pantry! If you donate food or money, please be sure to let Mary Ellen know.
• Many thanks to our committee members who were so very generous in their donations to our “Holiday
Baskets for Homebound Seniors”! Susie Collat and Nora Peterson were the leaders for this outreach; the
festive holiday-themed baskets were packed at a delightful gathering hosted by Susie. The baskets will
be delivered to homebound seniors through the auspices of “Volunteer Prince William”.

• “Wreaths Across America’ will be taking place across the country on Saturday, December 18th. All
DWC members (family members welcome, too!) are invited to attend the ceremonies and the placing of
wreaths on the graves of veterans at the Stonewall Memory Gardens on the 18th. We plan to meet at
11:30 by the stage. Thanks to the generosity of our club members, DWC donated 33 wreaths to this
important tribute to our military.
• Thank you to everyone who continues to support “Pennies For Puppies”, which is our project to collect
funds to support “Canine Companions For Independence”. We will continue to collect pennies at each
of our monthly DWC meetings.
• We hope to announce a new Health & Wellness project soon. Partnering with the Conservation
Committee, we are planning to collect used medical devices such as hand and wrist braces, ankle and
knee braces, orthopedic boots, etc that could possibly be re-used within our community. More
information will be available in the new year.
Your good, caring hearts have made such an impact; thank you for all that you do. I am grateful beyond
words to be a part of this amazing group of women and I am looking forward to a wonderful new year of
working together to benefit our community. I hope that you all enjoy a beautiful holiday season!
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Education and Libraries Committee
Education Leadership Team: Sharayu Tulpule, Martha Feeney,
Mary Ellen Murphy, Rosemary Boettke
Volunteering activities are picking up for the members of the Education and Libraries Committee. We
are participating in the PACE West Village meetings via zoom. We delivered 9 Thanksgiving Baskets to
PACE West (1 family of 8, 2 families of 6, and 6 families of 4 - a total of 9 families). DWC is
participating in the holiday bonanza at PACE West. Rosemary delivered donated gift items (worth
almost $3000) to PACE West. Rae Lamb has coordinated the gift wrapping at PACE West on December
6, 7, 13, and 14.
We continue to support Ellis
Elementary school by dropping off
treats for teacher appreciation and
collecting books for classroom
libraries. If you have gently used
children’s books or credit slips
from McKay’s, please contact
Rosemary Boettke at
rboettke@gmail.com or 703-9895757 to coordinate dropping off.
We have started the planning process for our annual Author's Luncheon event to be held in April 2022.
Our author for the event is Carla Vergot, author of Lily Barlow. Second Chapter Books will be working
with us as usual.
Members met at the home of Ujwala Joshi on Dec. 1 to discuss the first book in The No. 1 Ladies
Detective Agency series by Alexander McCall Smith. It was an interesting and fun discussion, and
everyone agreed they would like to read more books in this charming and witty series and perhaps other
books by this author too. We will meet again at 7:00 pm on January 5 (the December meeting date
changed due to the holiday season) at the Piedmont home of Mary Ellen Murphy, 13188 Piedmont Vista
Drive, Haymarket, to discuss Anxious People by Fredrik Backman. All members are welcome to attend,
and if you would like to be added to the book group email list or have any questions, please contact
Rosemary Boettke at rboettke@gmail.com or Elizabeth Laverty at lavertyeliza@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Environment Committee
Chairs: Sarah Rudy and Robin Clukey
The Environment Committee engaged in the following activities:
On November 4, Martha joined Michael Keiffer and the group for an educational hike at
Leopold’s Preserve. Martha made new friends during the hike who provided her with information on
native plants. Martha shared two links with our group.
-

Virginia Native Plant Society - https://vnps.org/

-

Watermarks – A family-owned business selling native plants in Hamilton, VA
https://www.watermarkwoods.com
Silver Lake Hike:
On November 18, thirteen EC members met at Silver Lake
in Haymarket for a hike, lunch, and outdoor meeting. The
activity was arranged by Amy, and it included beautiful
weather. Thanks, Amy!

BRMC and Leopold’s Preserve:
At the request of Laura Hassell, the Executive Director of
Leopold’s Preserve, Robin is organizing a group to plant 300 daffodil bulbs at the preserve. The
workday took place on Tuesday, November 23.

FOHA:
Nora and four members of the EC went on a tour at Friends of Homeless
Animals (FOHA) with the Executive Director, Alison Maurhoff, and
presented a donation of $500 from the Dominion Woman’s Club.
Meetings:
December’s EC meeting is officially canceled. We will resume meeting
in January at the Dominion Valley CC restaurant. If the weather is decent,
we will sit outside by the heaters. If the weather is too chilly or wet, we
will meet inside the restaurant on the lower level. EC meetings start at
2:00 pm. If you would like to have lunch before the meeting (there are always some of us there), please
arrive at 1:00 pm.
January:
1/19/2022 – DWC monthly meeting - Collect donations for FOHA at the DWC monthly meeting (Lead
is Rosemary) – Rosemary will send a list of requested items before the DWC meeting.
1/27/2022 - EC monthly meeting - Learn about 15 backyard birds – Request Mike and Leslie from
Wild Birds Unlimited speak. (Robin is lead)
February:
2/16/2022 – DWC monthly meeting - Partnering with the Health and Wellness Committee, collect
Durable Medical Equipment for Medical Missionaries in Manassas. (Sarah and Mary Ellen are
leads).
2/24/2022 - Collect nature books for schools at the EC meeting. Martha suggested using McKay’s
credit slips for this project. (Martha is lead.)
March:
3/24/22 – EC monthly meeting - Lecture by a bee expert. (Barbara M is the lead.) 15 honey recipes and
cooking demonstration at Barb G house. (Barb G is lead)
April:
4/?/22 – Plant 15 trees (Sharayu is lead.) A suggestion was made to find a group already planting trees
and join them.
4/28/22 – Cleanup project. (Rae is lead) Leopold’s Preserve was mentioned as a possible site.
May:
5/19/22 – EC Meeting – Visit Meadowlark Botanical Gardens (Robin is lead)

June:
6/?/22 – Danielle, Sharayu, Martha, and Irmen are working on a trip to the State Arboretum in Boyce,
VA, and/or an organic winery. More details to follow.
Next meeting change of Date and Location – Thursday, January 27 DVCC.
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Public Relations Committee
Chair: Deb Jewell
Holiday Open House for the Prince William Chamber of Commerce
Dominion Woman's Club is a member of the Prince William Chamber of
Commerce. This allows all of our club members to attend Chamber events
and to participate in other worthwhile Chamber activities. For the second
year, DWC has donated a "Death by Chocolate" basket for the Silent Auction,
benefiting the Chamber.
Please see the invitation below and RSVP for this year's Holiday Open
House, if you are able to attend.
Mark your calendar, invite employees, or
share with other businesses!

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
The Dominion Juniorettes Club
Chair: Connie Loggans
The Juniorettes had a very successful pie fundraiser
last month raising $701 to spend on Christmas gifts
for Prince William County Foster Children. We
could not have done it without you, so a big thank
you to you all! The girls thank you! The Juniorettes
met at Target last weekend and shopped for the 2
foster children we were assigned: Kalani (age 7) and
Payton (age 1). Social Services gives us a list with
the sizes for clothes/shoes and a few ideas of what
they would like for Christmas. The Juniorettes look
at the list and try to get the first several items on this
list. This year, the Juniorettes had so much fun
shopping for the 2 foster children and were able to
buy most on their lists. The Juniorettes are divided into 2 groups, each shopping for
one of the children. They then assigned 1 girl to keep track of the money spent.
This year, I emphasized the importance of money management and requested that
after all of the gifts were selected, that they estimate the total cost, including tax, so
that we were as close to our budget as possible. Both groups were within $7 of
their budget.....a proud moment for me. 🙂 All of the gifts were wrapped and
delivered to Social Services in Manassas.
In addition to the pie fundraiser, the girls finished writing over 200 cards to the
military and were sent to the "USASOA Christmas Cards for our Troops"
organization to distribute. As they wrote the cards, the girls talked about being in the military and what it
must be like to be deployed and serve our country. My goal was to educate the girls about the service,
dedication, honor, and respect that our military deserves. I enjoyed our conversation and felt joy when
they asked if they could write again next year.
In December, the Juniorettes are foregoing their regular monthly meeting to have a potluck and white
elephant party! Should be a great time. Also, 4 girls will be volunteering for Crossroads Connections to
pack food for schools in Haymarket, and 6 Juniorettes are planning on attending Wreaths Across
America on Dec 18th. Phew...a lot going on! The Juniorettes are full of energy and motivation to do
more for the community. Please send any new Juniorette opportunities my way. Have a very wonderful
holiday and a safe New Year!
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Treasurer's Report
Barb Garland
According to the bylaws, the Finance Committee shall consist of the treasurer and at least two members.
As of now, the members are Barb Garland, treasurer, and Sharayu. The third member had been
Marguerite, who is no longer a DWC member as of September due to her moving. The Committee is
responsible for preparing the budget, overseeing fundraising, and addressing any financial concerns as
they arise. There are no set meetings other than one in the spring to prepare the budget.
However, there may be an ad hoc meeting during the year if a need arises although a lot can be
accomplished via phone or email. In particular, I would like to schedule a meeting in late January to
discuss the rollout of the pledges for 2022-2023 because some changes are being reviewed.
If you would like to serve on this committee, please contact Barb Garland at 703-753-6997 or
bsrigarland@gmail.com.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Did you know?
Who Was A Very Special Guest At GFWC Headquarters in November?
Canine Companions Puppy Sims Meets Her Namesake
Sims, a female yellow Labrador named in honor of 2020-2022 International
President Marian Simmons-St.Clair, visited GFWC Headquarters today. Sims will
continue to learn more than 30 obedience commands from Bryna Brennan, a puppy
raiser with GFWC Affiliate Organization Canine Companions over the next many
months until she is ready for her forever home. She will hopefully be a service dog to
enhance the independence of a person with disabilities. And Sims is already well on
her way and showed off some of the commands that she has learned to President
St.Clair thus far. Many other puppies like Sims are on
their way to become a life-changing service dogs for a
person with a disability. Canine Companions service dogs are matched at no
cost to recipients—adults, children, and veterans with disabilities—after an
intensive two-week training class culminating in a joyous graduation
ceremony that is open to the public. To learn more about Canine
Companions, visit canine.org.
Curious to learn more about it? You can visit the national organization website (GFWC) www.gfwc.org
and our state organization (GFWC VA) website www.gfwcvirginia.org.
Compiled by Ujwala Joshi
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Club Essentials
GFWC Dominion Woman’s Club 2021 – 2022 Board
President – Martha Feeney
1st Vice President – Barbara Murray
2nd Vice President – Robin Clukey
Corresponding Secretary – Rosemary Boettke
Recording Secretary – Sarah Rudy
Treasurer – Barbara Garland
Parliamentarian – Sue Mork
GFWC Dominion Woman’s Club
P.O. Box 1053
Haymarket, VA 20168
Dominion Woman’s Club Website
www.dominionwomansclub.org
Dominion Woman’s Club email address www.dominionwomans11.gmail.com
Facebook Page: GFWC DOMINION WOMAN’S CLUB
Non-Profit Member: Prince William Chamber of Commerce www.pwchamber.org
Non-Profit Member: Haymarket Gainesville Business Association www.HGBA.biz
Greater Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) www.gfwc.org
GFWC Virginia
www.gfwcvirginia.org
GFWC Northern District
www.ndgfwcva.org
____________________________________________________________________________________

Calendar of Events
December 2021
15 – DWC Dinner Meeting at Out Of The Blue Restaurant, Gainesville, VA
18 – Wreaths Across America
21 – HGBA Meeting (www.hgba.biz)

January 2022
3 – Education Committee meeting, 7 PM
5 – Book Club, 7 PM, Anxious People By Fredrik Backman

18 – HGBA Meeting (www.hgba.biz)
19 – DWC Monthly Meeting Venue TBD. Please check the website for meeting information.
26 – Book Club, 7 PM, Next Year in Havana By: Chanel Cleeton
27 – Environment Committee meeting, 1 PM, DVCC Patio
27 – Civic Engagement and Outreach/Health and Wellness Committee meeting, 7 PM
____________________________________________________________________________________

Collections
Used children’s books – Rosemary Boettke
Used batteries – Sharayu Tulpule
Aluminum pop-tops – Martha Feeney
Haymarket Food Pantry – Roya Delaney (Piedmont),
Barbara Murray (Dominion Valley), and Rae Lamb (Haymarket/ Gainesville)

Sharayu Tulpule, Editor

